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because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 
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because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 
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1. Present claims 19 - 21, 24 - 26 relate to a compound defined by 
reference to a desirable characteristic or property* namely to bind to 
or to regulate the activity of adiponectin receptor 2 ( u adipoR2") . 

The claims cover all compounds having this characteristic or property, 
whereas the application provides support within the meaning of Article 6 
PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for only a 
very limited number of such compounds. In the present case, the claims 
so lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a 
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. 
Independent of the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity 
(Arti cl e 6 PCT) . An attempt i s made to def i ne the compound by reference 
to a desired activity which definition does not allow to deduce any 
structural element or motif required to exert the desired activity. 
Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is such as to render a 
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope impossible. 
Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the 
claims which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, namely those 
parts relating to the antibodies or anti sense RNA/ribozymes. 

2. The pertinent claims 18 - 26 relate to adipoR2 as diagnostic marker 
or therapeutical target for a broad variety of diseases. These uses 
indispensably require that the diagnostic target/therapeutical target is 
differentially expressed or functionally altered in diseased tissue 
(essential and generally sufficient criterion in respect of diagnostic 
uses, essential but non-sufficient criterion for therapeutical uses). 
The present application documents however provide support in terms of 
demonstration of differential expression in healthy vs. diseased tissue 
only for different forms of cancer and COPD. It is noted in this 
respect, that the application fails to provide a diagnostically 
significant association of adipoR2 expression with cardi vascular 
disorders. The claims can therefore be searched and examined only to the 
extent they deserve substantial evidence by the description, i.e. 
insofar as diagnostic or therapeutic applications in conjunction with 
cancer diseases/COPD are concerned. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. claims: claims 1-18,24-26 (part.) 

adipoR2 as screening marker/diagnostic marker/therapeutical 
target in conjunction with cancer diseases 

2. claims: claims 1-18,24-26 (part.) 

adipoR2 as screening marker/diagnostic marker/therapeutical 
target in conjunction with COPD 
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